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OLD RADIO

How Much is Enough?

Why is it that some of us seem to
gather more radios and parts than we
could ever possibly use? Do we really
think that whoever has the most at the
end, wins? Or is it something about elec-
tronics, tube electronics, which causes us
to do this? My wife thinks so.

During the last couple of dozen years
T have had the pleasure of visiting many
radio collectors. Most had their stash of
parts and unfinished projects. Some had
them well hidden in attics and garages.
Some live with their collections, and
some live within their collection.

And then there are the collectors who
set a bad example for us with our spouses.
Their collection is clean, neat, well or-
ganized and well planned. Typically, they
have a room or an outbuilding dedicated
to radio. After visiting one of these types,
T always hear on the way home, “Why
can’t your collection look like his?” Of
course, after being married for 40 years,
I’ve learned you don’t try to answer a
question like that. Then it’s usually a
quiet ride for the next few miles.

Every once in a while an outstanding
stash of parts pops up.

One Saturday I received a telephone
call from one of my Elmers, Ray
Morgenwick, K2QQF. Ray spent many
hours helping me get my 6 meter station
on the air back in the late 1950s. He told
me about a house in his town that had a
large pile of electronic trash sitting by the
road. After telling me there were some
radio tubes there, I jumped in the car and
went over and found a couple of audio
amps and a box of tubes. Thinking there
might be more inside the house, T left a
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note with my name and phone number on
the front door.

About a month later I received a phone
call from someone at that house telling
me to come right over and pick up some
tubes. It turned out it was the son of a
deceased audio man who was cleaning up
the house so he could sell the property.
He lived out of town, about three hours
away. He told me his father’s specialty
was movie projector and small audio sys-
tem rentals. He had been in the business
for years and never threw anything out!

Tl try to describe it.

It was a small, 2 bedroom bungalow,
typical of those built after WW TI. T was

Figure 1—Heathkit AR-1 Ham Receiver, introduced in 1949.

allowed to enter the living room for a
look, but told not to go into any other
room. What I found was unbelicvable.
There was one narrow path, which
wound through the living room. On ei-
ther side there were continuous piles of
cardboard boxes, piled so high that the
top box was actually wedged tight into
the ceiling. While walking through the
living room, in the center I found his
father’s bed. It was a single bed. The side
of the bed facing the narrow path was
clear, and I could see his pillow and blan-
ket lying there—just as he must have left
it the last time it was used. The back half
of the bed had a neat row of boxes on it,
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Figure 2— Heathkit AR-2 Ham Receiver, introduced in 1952.
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which towered all the way to the ceiling.
It was apparent that the father only had
half of the bed to sleep on.

At one end of the path was an open
door, into what used to be a bedroom.
Looking in, I saw the room was piled full
of boxes, again all the way, tight to the
ceiling. He didn’t need to ask me not to
enter, as there was no path, no open space.
It was piled wall to wall and right up to
the door.

Then the owner said, “Dad was a
packrat.”

At the other end of the path I found
the kitchen, or what was once a kitchen.
Again the room was piled high from floor
to ceiling with boxes. There was a nar-
row path passing through, leading to the
bathroom and rear door (I guess).

The owner told me to take the boxes
of tubes he had pulled out and to pick
through the trash pile for anything else I
wanted. I found a couple of small ampli-
fiers, a tube tester and some more tubes.
I thanked him and offered to pay him. He
refused, but T gave him something any-
way. I asked him to call me the next time
he came to clean out.

Over the next year I received several
phone calls, which produced thousands of
tubes. Most of his tubes were used, but
tested. On each he had placed a piece of
masking tape with the tube tester readings.
I also picked up a few tube testers, some
test equipment and additional amplifiers.
I passed up hundreds of 16 mm projectors,
which eventually went into a dumpster.

Aside from all of this, the hidden trea-
sure turned out to be thousands of 16 mm
movies. The son had a great time selling
these on eBay. Some movies were 16 mm
versions of major films, and some were
the typical movies we used to watch at
school assemblies, before videotapes
were available.

Finding a Rare Heathkit

On the last trip there I found a huge
dumpster in the front yard that was al-
ready loaded with everything that could
not be sold or given away. There were
piles of projectors, broken furniture, pots
and pans and typewriters, and I saw some
radios in really poor condition. I resisted
the urge to climb in.

As I was loading the last few boxes of
tubes, the son said, “Here. Here is an old
Heathkit T saved for you. I pulled this out
from under the house this moming.”

I thanked him, putting it into my car
along with the tubes.

Much to my surprise, it turned out to
be a Heathkit AR-1, A for Amateur, R for
Radio, and 7 as in the first model they
made. It was in rough shape, but restor-
able. Most important, though, it had the
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Both receivers have full AVC action fed to two stages, and inverse
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ealibrated slide rule dial provides eamsy reading.

The receivers have two IF transformers, output transformer, complete
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own - plus, making a big saving over ready built receivers.
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accessory Heath AR-1 “Tuner Cabinet.”

It turns out the AR-1 is really rare.
Several friends told me that the cabinet
is almost never found, making this radio
a really great find.

Three Early Heathkit Ham Receivers

Heathkit started with a 3-tube All
Wave Radio Kit for $8.75 in the late
1940s. T have searched to find one for my
collection for years, without any luck.
T've included an early advertisement so
you can see what it looks like.

Then in time for Christmas 1949,
Heathkit introduced the AR-1 for $23.50.
The cabinet and speaker were optional.
It is a 6-tube 550-kHz to 20-MHz
superhet with band switching and a trans-
former full-wave power supply. It lacks
a BFO and bandspread tuning.

See the AR-1 photo. This is the one
that was given to me. The photo has been
enhanced to make it look more like it did
when new. The knobs are unlike those
shown in the ad, but are the same as
Heathkit used with other products of the
time, and are believed to be original.

An improved receiver kit, the AR-2,

was introduced in 1952 for $25.50. And
still later, in 1956, Heathkit introduced
the popular AR-3 for $27.95. The AR-3
receiver is the one you are most likely to
find at hamfests. Thousands were sold.
The AR-2 and AR-3 look similar.

So you can spot the differences be-
tween the three radios, remember this
easy-to-remember rule: The AR-1 has
four knobs, the AR-2 has six knobs and
the AR-3 has seven knobs. This should
help you at the next hamfest.

If you are interested in seeing addi-
tional photos of the AR-1 and AR-2, or
checking the schematics and other tech-
nical data, please visit my Web site,
www.eht.com/oldradio/arrl/index.html.

Conclusion

This is the beginning of the sixth year
for this column. T want to thank you for all
of your support. I get a lot of e-mail with
ideas for future columns. Please keep them
coming. If you have a unique radio or ham
radio item, or something with an interest-
ing story or some history attached to it,
please contact me. The best stories come
from you. Thanks.—K2TQN
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